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from the peaceful citizens of Syria. For example, he
would send for a wealthy merchant or manufacturer to
come to Beirut on urgent business. Then on his arrival
he would tell him, **I have received bad reports concern-
ing your character and dealings. You must stay here till
I send a committee to investigate these reports and then
I will set you free/' The man, finding himself helpless
in the face ci such accusations, stayed one, two, three,
four weeks. Meanwhile, there was no one at the head of
his business, and alarming reports come to him. Finally
he felt constrained to give a few hundred pounds to the
governor so that he might get away. Rasheed Pasha was
also a favorite spy of the Sultan of Turkey. He would
forward the most dreadful reports about the law-abiding
citizens, thus filling his pockets with bribery and extor-
tion.

3. The Episode of Rasheed Pasha and Madame Jackson
about Abdul Baha's Freedom

It so happened that at one time the secretary of the
Turkish Embassy in Paris met Madame Jackson at a re-
ception. Madame Jackson told him about Abdul Baha's
incarceration in the town of Acca, and of the cruelty and
injustice of the Turkish authorities. This secretary, be-
ing a relative of Rasheed Pasha, answered Madame Jack-
son, saying, that there must needs be at least 3000 pounds
sterling to bring about Abdul Baha's freedom. Madame
Jackson agreed to pay this sum if he succeeded in achiev-
ing his liberty. Immediately he reported to Rasheed
Pasha that there lived a woman in Paris who was wil-
ling to pay a large sum if Abdul Baha could be set free.
The governor, who loved money better than his life,
cabled back to Paris, "Very well, it will be done."

Meanwhile Abdul Baha heard about the episode in this